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BTC student Leandre baptlzes Slster Irma in a
stream after our lectureship in Zinvie.

GOSPEL MEETINGS IN APRIL
April is the month of Gospel Meetings and
Lectureships.
I have postponed requests for lectureships
and gospel meeting requests until they all
came together in April.

31 to 5t Todi

Two of the most effective congregations we
have are in Todi. They are the first to have a
Gospel meeting from 3rd to 5t April. Two
congregations came together for this purpose.
I spoke on the subject of Holiness; The
Christian and social drinking; The Christian
and Obedience; How to give so as to be
blessed and The Christian and the duty to
save others. Brother Xavier taught on the
Christian and Sex and the Christian and
Prayer whiles Joseph taught on The Christian
and the Church. On Sunday, attendance was
160.

10th to 12t Zinvie

During the Pascal holidays, | normally take
advantage of the long holiday weekend to
organize a Gospel meeting for the churches in
the south. Attendance last year was
disappointing so | decided to have a local one.
Last two summers | picked up a DVD in the

Catoctin Church of Christ building in
Maryland. It was on the subject, The Search
for Truth. Then | received a bunch of stuff
from Brother Bren White that included the
book on Searching for the Truth Video. After
watching the video and reading the book, I
started translating the book to use for our
April lectureship.

The Zinvie church members and the students
went out to the village and distributed
invitations. We paid for the village chief to
OAT A
village. 4 EA  ODPOAI EA
beating a gong z a resounding instrument z
and then announces any pending event at the
top of his voice. We were expecting at least 50
visitors to the gospel meeting. We got half,
much to our disappointment.

We however had a session that all those who
attended came to me asking that we should
repeat it all over the nation.

The series treated are the following:

The search for Truth

The truth about the Creator

The truth about Authority

The truth about the Church

The truth about the house of God

The truth about Baptism
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Though I planned this Gospel meeting for non
members, those who attended found the
lessons so edifying | plan to repeat this as we
make the time.

| have contacted the brethren at World Video
Bible School and we are already working to
get the book published in French. This would
be a great asset.

17th to 19t Azove

The third Gospel meeting took place in Azove,
a town about 100 miles north west of
Cotonou. Several preachers and leaders from
the area had invited me to come over and hold
a lectureship. I put this off for months. All the
congregations in this area had been planted
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by American missionaries. These missionaries
had now gone home and | did hesitate to build
on their foundation. When the calls kept
coming, | went with the intention of observing
more than anything else. | therefore asked
that some of the leaders from those churches
to also speak. This they did and | was
impressed with their eloquence.

Some of the subjects that we spoke on were:
The Christian and salvation

The Christian and the Church

The Christian and spiritual Growth

The Christian and Prayer

The Christian and Bible Authority

The Christian and his daily Behavior

The Christian and his Obedience

The Christian and his Giving

As expected, the lessons were so well
received. After worship on Sunday, | met with
the leaders who attended. They all made an
appeal that we should work together. This we
plan to do. I would go back in June to
encourage and exhort some of the
congregations that became discouraged and
no longer meet since the missionaries left.
Keep these brethren and myself in your
prayers.

ANIMAL FARM PRQECT

For a long while now, calls had been made for
us to begin an animal rearing and training
program for BTC students. We plan to have
chicken, rabbits, goats and pigs. The
motivation came when we found Mr. Adrien
who is an agric training expert. When | looked
at the various projects that were presented,
the cheapest with which we could begin was
with domestic raising rabbits. We have so
much grass around to use to feed them itG
almost free. They also reproduce real fast. We
put up and house (in picture) and bought 10
rabbits, eight females and 2 males. Within one
month, we already have 15 small rabbits born.
6 of the females had already reproduced and
the others are expected to produce in June.
Adrien started teaching the students the
theory and the practical aspects of raising
rabbit and chicken. We have not yet built a
chicken pen. The classes are held at 7.00-8.00
am before and 7.00-8.00 pm after classes and
also classes three times a week.
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Section of members at meeting in Azove

One of our objectives is to give BTC graduates
the know-how so that upon graduation, they
can have something that they can do to enable
them begin earning their own support.

In the month of May, | spent most of the
Sundays worshipping with the Zinvie
congregation. | preach twice a month, at least
until the end of the year. Brothers Xavier
teaches the Sunday morning Bible Class
whiles Augustine teaches the Wednesday
night Bible class. Xavier and Augustin teaches
at BTC. One problem with the growth of our
congregation in Zinvie is that it is dominated
by the students. Our desire to make this
congregation a training ground for our
students and also for the non student
members is getting difficult. The men who are
non students get intimidated by the students.
Their participation is therefore very much
limited despite all the encouragement.
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them with the hope to get them to participate
more and more in the life and work of the
campus church.
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Above is our rabbit house and below the
rabbits in their various cages.

RADIO REPORT
For the month under review the Todego
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denominational preachers attribute every evil
to bad spirits. They claim bad spirits are
responsible for every human suffering,
poverty, misfortune, accidents, failures etc.
They then invite members of the public going
through any form of trauma to come for
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preach on the radio, our spirits are troubled
and we judged it necessary to shed some light
on this important Bible subject:
We presented the following subjects:
1 Deliverance in the Old and New Testament
1 How Satan hold people captive
1 The deliverance the Jesus had made
available and how to obtain this
deliverance
1 Bible baptism
1 The danger for Christians to be deceived
1 Several weeks were given to answering
guestions from the auditors.
These  subjects have brought
enlightenment and removed so

some
much
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confusion in the eyes of the public. Most
preachers do not preach the true deliverance
that Jesus Christ has procured for Christians.
After each session, we are flooded with phone
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the other preachers cannot give the same
teaching like the one you give every Saturday
on this subject and on all the others that you
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Several called to thank us for helping them
come out of the clutches of their spiritual
masters. Some call asking us for a public
debate with the other preachers. One man
called just to appreciate our courage and tell
us to be more courageous. Some call to insult
us to call us all kinds of names.

We keep managing all the calls to the best of
our ability and according to the means at our
disposal. Our major problem is that every
Saturday, we are caught by time. We need
one hour to do a better job. Thirty minutes
is just insufficient . The Vedoko church keeps
receiving more and more visitors each Sunday
as a result of our Radio Ministryz Contributed
by Achille and Christian Todego.

LIFE AT BTC

. .S far_.so goad; I.call it.experience. We have
O Ele%rneg gb%n%c}l;l ﬁ’ oﬂjr%orlpm the school
appropriate answers. All the teachers
continue to show so much dedication,
commitment and devotion. Those who travel
from their posts come a day earlier or are
never late or absent. The students continue
visiting and teaching in our congregations

that do not have ministers. We are on tract.
Thanks to our sponsors. God bless you.

AAT 1 AA

D A Qe &rdBnIOh Preditt! eRhtddhd fihd .

PUBLISHED BY

GEORGE & JOYCE AKPABLI
EGLISE DU CHRIST
B. P. 01-3268 R. P. COTONOU, BENIN.
WEST AFRICA
E-mail: akpabli@yahoo.com

Under the Oversight of the
BENTON CHURCH OF CHRIST
3091 Main St. P. O. Box 228
Benton, KY 42025
E-mail: eljones@newwavecomm.net

Visit our Webb site www.frenchafricanmissions.org

O



mailto:eljones@newwavecomm.net
http://www.frenchafricanmissions.org/

