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MISSION WORK REPORT ð BENIN
CHURCH DIFFICULTIES IN PORTO NOVO 

AREA 
From time to time I share some of the ways 
Satan is working to keep us back. We are forced 
to remove the name of one congregation from 
the list because they have now merged with the 
congregation in Tchaada. The Agbomasse 
congregation meets in the home of brother Otti. 
Since Otti came to BTC, his wife was persecuted 
by a co-tenant who is engaged in the same 
commercial activity. Jealousy was mainly at the 
base of this diabolic persecution. This lady 
would pick up an open fight, insult, and accuse 
our sister of sins she has not committed. The 
case had been reported to the village 
authorities and the other woman had been 
warned but that did not stop her. I was 
supposed to worship with them on June 7 but 
the meeting rather took place in Tchaada 
because the reputation of the church was being 
damaged. Worse of all, the church meets in the 
home of brother Otti. To preserve the good 
name of the church, the decision was taken that 
the Agbomasse church members come to 
Tchaada to worship. Keep praying for us.  

 
The proud new BTC Graduates 

 
TRAVELS IN THE ADJA CHURCHES 

From June 12-13 we made visits to the Adja-
speaking churches. We made this two day 
visit to some of the congregations in the 
north-western part of Benin. Koffi Hiheaglo, 

Prosper Segniho, Patrice Kowouvi and I made 
the journey. We slept in a small motel in 
Azove. After classes on Friday morning, we set 
off. On Saturday morning, we drove out in the 
rain to visit and encourage our brethren who 
live in these villages. We visited seven 
congregations, a medical clinic and a high 
school established by the US missionaries. We 
did not meet anyone in the high school 
because it was a Saturday. I would spare you 
the names of the villages. Those of us 
traveling were greatly encouraged by the 
things we saw. These brethren are putting up 
some big meeting places. We were welcomed 
warmly everywhere we went. We regret to 
leave them and go back but because of 
commitments in Cotonou, we could not spend 
Sunday with them. A conference of local 
church leaders was planned to which these 
leaders are invited.  
 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT AT TCHAADA 
The members of the Executive Committee of 
the FACE advisory Board traveled to Tchaada 
on June 11 to meet with the leaders to begin 
plans for the construction of the facility  that 
would serve as a meeting place and the 
leadership training school that now meets 
there. After several modifications of the plans 
which can be explained by the English 
ÐÒÏÖÅÒÂȟ ȰÃÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÁÔ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÃÌÏÔÈȱ, money was left for the making of 
blocks.   
 

6th  BTC GRADUATION CEREMONY 
The month of June is a busy one at BTC. This is 
our graduation month. Graduation was 
actually July 5th but we had four Elders from 
the Benton Church visiting. They plan to leave 
on June 28 and would miss our graduation 
ceremony by one week. We decided to bring 
the date forward.  
Classroom work ended on June 5. The week of 
June 7 to 12 was for revision. Exams were 
held from 15 to 19.  
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The graduation planning committee, held 
several meetings. Everything was planned and 
executed to perfection. I thank the Academic 
Committee for the great job done. I did not see 
anything to fault at all. On the 24th, there was 
a dinner in honor of the graduates. It went 
well. On the graduation day, meals were 
served to all the 600 plus participants, it went 
well. The cleaning of the compound, the 
arranging of chairs and sound equipment, all 
went perfectly. From the 25th to the 26th, we 
had a lectureship on Elders and Deacons, 
which also went real well. On the night of the 
graduation, we had a thunderstorm, violent 
enough to ruin our graduation ceremony 
which is done under a big tent. The rains 
stopped just at the right time.   
One of the high points in the ceremony was 
when the Minister of Interior and Public 
Security drove with his motorcade into our 
compound at 11.00 am. Keith Travis was 
Keynote speaker. The Minister promised 
assistance in our plans of helping the youth 
with vocational skills especially in agriculture. 
He invited me to his office. I went on Tuesday 
with Bro. Tebogo and were very well received. 

 
Cement blocks for building at Tchaada. 
 
THE VISIT OF THE ELDERS FROM BENTON 
We were blessed to have to have Ed Jones 
lead a delegation of Elders from Benton to 
Benin. They are Doug Lyles and Keith Travis 
who are visiting for the first time and Kendell 
Stevenson who had been here several times 
already. They arrived on Friday the 19th and 
the next day, we drove for 7 hours to Parakou 
stopping at Dassa to meet Pascal and his 
family and at Save to meet Paul and some of 
the preachers. Daniel and his wife came over 
to meet us in the evening at the Majestic 

Hotel. Sunday, a combined worship of the 
three congregations in the area was planned. 
Beterou and Sinaou congregations are to meet 
in the village of Wari-Maro. We had a full 
house during worship. After the services, 12 
responded to be baptized. It was a pleasure 
witnessing the immersion of these souls into 
the Body of Christ. Our next meeting was in a 
village some 100 miles away. We passed by 
the hotel just to refresh ourselves before 
moving on to the village of Ndali. We met a 
group waiting for us and we had another 
service. I had the feeling that we could have 
had another baptism session if the invitation 
were strong enough. Daniel however told me 
that would be done in due course. 
Earlier, on our return trip from Wari -Maro to 
Parakou, Daniel took us around and showed 
us the property he had located which he and 
the brethren wanted us to buy upon which a 
leadership training school and meeting place 
was to be built. We all liked the place and 
plans were confirmed to pay for the property.   

 
Daniel of Parakou with Doug and Kendell 
 

Brother Paul 
Gbedeman and his 
wif e were 
honored by BTC 
during the 
graduation 
ceremony. Paul, 
the first French-
speaking African 
evangelist and his 
wife labored as a 
Gospel ministers 
in Togo since 
1970. You can see 
surprise written 

on their faces. 
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The tent for the graduation ceremony 

 
A section of the crowd, 600 plus were present. 
 
MORE ON VISIT OF ELDERS FROM BENTON 
On our return journey from Parakou, we 
stopped by the Agon and Hinvi church 
buildings where we were met by grateful 
brethren. 
 
It is the goal of the Benin churches to ordain 
Elders and Deacons in the very near future. 
The four Elders, myself, brother Tebogo 
Ramatsui, Minister from South Africa spoke at 
a leadership conference for church leaders on 
the subject. About 60 church leaders from the 
churches in south Benin attended. The visit of 
the Elders was very positive.  

 
Worship at Nȭdali church. Meeting place 
provided by brethren from the Woodland Oaks 

Church in Spring, TX. Hopefully walls made of 

clay would be put up soon by the local brethren. 

 
The twelve souls immersed at Wari-Maro 

 Another section of the crowd showing students 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
God has blessed my family with a new baby. 

Prince Kwasi Akpabli was born on June 21
st
. 

Some moments after leading 12 souls to be 

baptized, I had a phone call that Prince was born. 

 

July 5
th
, Joyce, Prince, Tebogo and I left 

Cotonou and spent the night with our good 

friends Samuel Ayim in Lome, Togo. We left the 

next day for Accra. After a hectic 4 months, we 

are taking a short break. In August, I plan trips to 

Cameroon and Chad. The itinerary is a killer one 

so I�¶ll take advantage and rest as much as I can 

whiles Joyce spend some time with her family 

and friends. 
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