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MISSION WORK REPORT - BENIN

NEW CLASS BEGINS AT BTC

On Monday % October, all our students came
back from their holidays. The two senior
classes came back with good reports on how
they spert the holidays. Some came back with
written reports from their congregations
about how beneficial the presence of the
students hasbeen to them Two students told
me they were amazed at their owrgrowth in
knowledge and skils as they found
themselves teabing and preaching very
skillfully.

Our greater interest was in the first year
group. We had sent admission letters tdl5
students out of 20 applicants 11 arrived on
the opening day,2 arrived three days letter
and 2 did not turn up at all. Another student
arrived late from Mali. We were expecting a
56 years old student, born in 1954 but when
Brother Emmanuel arrived he looks 70. |
would put his age at72. Of course in Africa,
those born in the 1940sdid not know the
exact date of their birth.He is aretired army
officer but now want to spend the rest of his
life preaching the gospelBecause of his age,
the other students would not allow him to do
chores like cleaning the bathroom, the
kitchen, ec. He does not like it at all, he came
complaining to me. Second year student
Nestor Tongunho came two weeks after
classes. The reason is that there were political
tensions in Guinea by the time he was to
leave. The banks were closed for days and he
could not get money to leave and the political
tensions prevented free movement. He was
welcomedupon his arrival with acclamation.

Within the first month, two first year students
received phone calls from home. One told us
his father is at the point of death and they
wanted him home. The other one also has
family problems and went home. After four
weeks of absence, we wrote them to
withdraw their studentship for 2009. They

are free to come back in October 201 they
so wish.

BTC Calendar for the Semester:

5 October 2009- Beginning of Semester

18 Dec. 2009 to 1 Jan. 2010 Break

25 to 29 January 2016- Revision week

1 to 5 February 2010—- Exams Week

8 February 2010 —End of Senester

8 March 2010—-Beginning of Second Semester

This is our student numbers right now:
First year 11 men

Second yearl3 men

Third year 9 men

Nationality wise, we have men from eight
nations andthis gives the following:

Benin 17, Cameroon 1, Chad 5, Guinea
Conakry 4, Mali 1, Gabon1, Togo 3, Central
African Republic 1

NEW BEGINNINGS IN BOHICON

The two cities of Abomey and Bohicon are
twin cities and they constitute the second
largest cities in Benin. Congregations of the
L o rs €hurch had been planted in these two
cities and villages around them by other
missionaries of the Church. Upon the
departure of the missionaries, these
congregations have now become Mennonite
churches probably with the blessings of one
of these missionaies. One of the BTC
graduates who hailed from Bohicon went in
there for a long period but he also began to
teach that the congregation must use only one
cup duri ng t hAfterlaovhilehes
also moved out of Bohicon, leaving the church
to itself. The brethren triedto hold onon their
own. Then in June they called upon me to get
them a PreacherPreachers are scarce and by
the time | went they have lost their meeting
place. The Ilandlord seized the church
furniture and the members dispersed.From
Sunday 4" October, | drive the 60 miles from
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Zinvie to Bohiconwith two 3 year students
Three families are still faithful and we met in
the sitting room of Brother Wilfrid. The three
families and the three of us from Zinvie are all
the room can contain. | paid the $50 rent
owed for the furniture to be released to the
church. We worshipped in the room of Wilfrid
until 15" November when they located a new
place, the size of a single car garage. We have
to fix the roof and do some extension to make
it suitable for church services.They joy of
these brethren was exceptional.They even
did some of the work on their own. We also
need to make some adjustment in personnel. |
discussed the needs in Bohicon with two BTC
graduates. Paul Tohionon in Save has agreed
to leave his work to anotrer BTC graduate
Raul Baya and move to Savd?aul plan to
move his family down to Bohicon by the % of
January 2010.He worshipped with us onin
Bohicon onOctober 22d and his message was
what these 3 families wanted to hear. Two
BTC students, Sagman and Blaise travelith
me every Sunday. They go alone when am not
able to go with them.

Abomey: Brother Joachin would move to
Abomey also early January if we can get him a
place tostay andbegin his work. We have just
one family with which he can begin.This is
going to be real tough but ve are in there and
expect results.l give these details so that you
can join me pray for these men and for the
new works they woul d
be easy without your support and prayers.

NON ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

One of our plans is to offer some vocational
training to our students before they graduate.
God brought our way Mr. Adrien who had
taught in a Catholic gric project for years. He
taught animal rearing and agric science in this
vocational school until it was closed down. He
is now on our staff. We have adapted the
courses so he teaches each class some iagr
skills. Adrien is smallish but a power house.
He has already seen the possibilities of this
humble beginning being expanded to a full
blown agric vocational project to which the
general public is invited. The rabbit farm is
growing real fast. We begun wth 10 animals
and right now we have a house full, more than

80. We are expanding our rabbit house else
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we would not know where to keep the babies
till we can begin selling them All the females
are being kept fa reproduction and the males
we are selling.No free consumption yet.

the presentation of the French version of the
Thompson Study Bible to them. These Bibles have
been bought by the North Heights Church of Christ
in Batesville, AR

These are the second year students with the new
study Bibles
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THE LOCAL C HURCHES IN BENIN
In May 2009, | distributed census forms to all the
congregations. In the midst of all the activities, |
left that iron in the fire and did not ask for proper
accountability. Many did not return the forms.
From verbal and some written reports that |
receive, here are some tit bits from Benin,
compiles region by region.
Coastal areas including Cotonou: The Preachers
for the congregations in the Cotonou area are the
most divided. When we meet, legalistic
tendencies and petty differences characterize our
meetings and thus also our work. However, the
church in Widah had begun a new preaching
point. Brother Michel and his wife leave
Cotonou to preach in the morning, they wait till
5.00 pm and travel to this village accompanied
by his wife and child to teach a group of men
and women, about 20 in all.
The South East: In the Porto Novo area the
construction of classrooms for the leadership
training program is in progress. (See picture
opposite) These congregations are marked by
good stability. Christian Todego, as a result of
the Radio ministry has begun a new preaching
point. Every Wednesday he travels with Gilbert,
BTC student, to teach this group. There is a lot
of activity going on among these Churches.
Central Benin: - In the Save area, Raul Baya had
revived one of the congregations that went down
because they had no minister and in the process
begun a new work. He reported 10 baptisms. In
Kaboua, several are waiting to be baptized.
Some of the Preachers had learnt from
experience that those whom we rush to baptize
end up leaving the church but those who had
understood the gospel message enough before
baptism stay.
Pascal work with Dassa church and several
congregations and his reports are a joy to read
South west: The churches in the Come area
enjoy the greatest solidarity among the Preachers
and thus have a very solid work plan and
congregations. We have been collaborating with
some of the congregations that the American
missionaries to the Adja-speaking people left
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behind. 1 made two visits so far to the area to
meet church leaders.

The north: In the Parakou area, where we have
five congregations, only one man (Daniel) is
doing all the work, two men who work with him
but care only for their congregations and nothing
else. Hopefully help would come soon as one of
the men they sent for training graduate in the
summer. Plans are to begin another leadership
program in the local dialect. Property had been
bought and work might begin soon.

These regional groupings comprise the
evangelists in that region.We put our meager

resourcestogether for the ministry and this is
working. (Space is finished)

s T e -
New worship facility and classroom for leadership
training in Tchaada under construction. In front is
the class and in the back is the worship facility

On my own behalf, that of my family, BTG
staff and Students, the Preachers and all t
brethren in Benin and all those with whom wi
are associated in our work here in Frencl
speaking Africa we sendto all our sponsors
and friends a very H
you all. Thanks for your support in divers ays
that enabled us saved some souls for Christ.
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