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MISSION WORK REPORT – BENIN
OLDEST STUDENT IN BTC, 70 YEARS OLD 

In this picture, we have BTC student 
Emmanuel Sonogo posing with the other 
students. Apparently Emmanuel did not know 

the exact date of his 
birth like some many 
Africans of his age. 
Officially he was 
born some time in 
1954. That put him 
in the age range of 
students accepted in 
BTC. However, when 
Emmanuel arrived 
from Mali, his native 
country he is 
definitively a Senior. 
His first month in 
school was difficult, 
at a time he thought 

he was going to be sent home. He came to me 
in the office, almost in tears and told me that 
he has burned all the bridges behind him 
before coming to BTC and he did not intend to 
give up the training. He accepted to take 
special classes from me after close of school at 
6.00 pm on certain days. We did this for a 
time and Emmanuel begun to enjoy classes. At 
the end of the Semester Emmanuel wanted to 
go home to visit his family. It took him three 
days to travel by road to come to school, so I 
asked him if he is sure he want to make the 
journey. He reassured me he want to. So 
Emmanuel left to spend three weeks with his 
family. I actually told a couple his mates that 
Emmanuel might not come back. Emmanuel 
did came back and when he came to my office, 
he told me; “I knew you think I would not 
come back.” Emmanuel has become a 
motivation to the other students younger than 
him in school and to everyone. 
 
BTC Calendar for the 2nd Semester: 
8 March 2010 – Beginning of Semester  
2 July 2010 – End of Semester 

10 to 14 May 2010 Break 
14 to 18 June 2010 – Revision week 
21 to 25 June 2010 – Exams Week 
4 July 2010 – Graduation Ceremony 
  
FOR THE RECORDS 
This is our student numbers right now: 
In all, 122 Evangelists are involved in our 

training program since 1995 of which 90 had 

completed the training.  

3 had passed way to be with the Lord 

6 had fallen away 

5 joined the One cup group 

76 are actively preaching the gospel 

32 are still in school 

 

By country statistics we have the following 

Benin    51 

Togo    28 

Cameroon   17 

Chad       9 

Ivory Coast      4 

Guinea       4 

Central African Republic   3 

Burkina Faso     2 

Niger      2 

Gabon      1 

Mali      1 

 
DISCIPLINE AT BTC 

Discipline: Two students in the third year 
have been suspended for one year. From our 
experience in running this school we have 
come to appreciate the need for discipline. 
Our reason is that absolute discipline is 
expected from the local preacher by the 
churches and the general public. The first 
student was accused of immoral behavior 
concerning young girls who visit our campus. 
He was sent home to go and get married and 
then come back and finish his training. The 
second failed to come back to school one 
month after classes begun. He had family 
problems to solve and we asked that he take 
the year to solve them and come back to finish 
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his training. Both men were completely 
satisfied with the decision of the Academic 
Committee.    
 

NEW BEGINNINGS IN ABOMEY 
Brother Joachin Tonou finally moved to 
Abomey early February. He is meeting in the 
home of Brother Claude and his family. They 
are now looking for a new meeting place.       
 

TWO NEW CONGREGATIONS BEGUN AT 

TCHAADA 

From reports I have received from Tchaada, two 

new congregations have been started in the past 

two months. 2
nd

 year BTC students Gilbert Oti 

began a new congregation in his village at 

Dangbo. 17 are meeting with 4 baptisms. The 

second congregation was planted at Igollo, a 

south-western frontier town between Benin and 

Nigeria. They started with 18 people and have so 

far baptized 7. 

 

WORK IN THE SAVE AREA 

A new preaching point has started at the town of 

Glazoue. Brother Jonas is currently located in the 

village of Kaboua but he is thinking of relocating 

to Glazoue when BTC students Boniface 

graduates and come back home in July. He has 

already some contacts. We located a small place 

that we have rented to begin meetings as soon as 

Jonas can arrange it because those he has 

evangelized wanted to begin immediately. I 

made two weekend visits to the Save area, first 

on 30-31 January to help in the reorganization of 

the work there after the departure of Brother Paul 

who had spent twelve years in the area. While 

there I met two young men who have established 

small congregations in the area. They asked so 

many questions from the Bible and I could not 

answer all because I have to get back to Cotonou 

for classes on Monday. I gave them an 

appointment to return so on the weekend of 12 to 

14 February, I went back to Save and met the 

two men. One of the difficulties with studying 

the Bible with men who did not know what the 

Bible teaches but they claim to know it very well 

is that I do not know where to begin from. Every 

Bible verse they quote is either taken out of 

context or did not teach what they thought it 

teaches. I have to put the verse into its context 

for them before I begin to explain it. One of the 

men called Mark was more teachable than the 

other one. Mark asked me to worship with his 

congregation in Ouagi and teach on the 

operations of the Holy Spirit. I did this on the 

14
th
 of February before returning to Cotonou. I 

have left the other Evangelists in Save to 

continue working with Mark and his group until 

we are certain that they have accepted the truth. I 

promised to hold a gospel meeting for Mark’s 

group and hope to get to that soon. There is talk 

from him of merging his group with the Lord’s 

Church but for us, that can only happen after we 

have taught them the way of the Lord more 

perfectly.  

 
Members gathering at meeting in Ouagi, Save 

  
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN SE BEREAVED 

The Lord has called home again one of our 
very faithful members in the church at Se. 
Sister Beatrice Segniho is among the first 
converts in Benin. She passed away after a 
very short illness and I conducted the burial 
on 6th March 2010 in Se. The husband Brother 
Prosper is a great pillar in the Benin Church. 
 

TRAVEL TO AZOVE 
There are several congregations in the Azove 
area that were established by missionaries 
from the USA. After their departure, we have 
been working with the congregations that are 
there. Several have ceased meeting so the 
need to revive them and also to strengthen 
those that are still active. Several of them are 
very strong and have good leadership. 
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Anytime I travel on the weekend, I am 
accompanied by a group of BTC students and 
some of the Evangelists who can make the 
trip. Five of us were in Azove on the weekend 
of 27 to 28 March for a two day gospel 
meeting in the village of Eglime. There were 
127 on worship on Sunday. After the services, 
I met with the leaders. It became apparent 
that several disagreements exist among them, 
some about personalities. Once again, I was 
called upon to return in two weeks’ time to sit 
down with those in the leadership. 
 

CONSTRUCTION IN TCHAADA 
We have a couple of local language training 
programs, that we call BTC satellite schools. 
We use these as open doors into the church. 
They are open to church leaders “pastors” 
from all denominations. They have provided 
students converted from the denominations 
to BTC. Some of them also converted their 
denominational groups into the Lord’s Church 
as a result of what they have learnt in our 
schools. Some of our generous supporters 
provided funds to house this fine work and 
also to provide a meeting place for the church 
in Tchaada on property donated by one of 
such converts. Here are pictures of the 
Tchaada building nearing completion. 
Another building is currently being put up in 
the northern city of Parakou. 

 
Front of the Building 

 
Back of the building 
 
SHORT TRIP TO THE USA 

I made a six-day trip to the USA arriv ing at 
Benton on Tuesday night, 9th March. On 
Wednesday evening I taught the Bible Class at 
Oak Valley, KY congregation. On Friday I 
travelled with several board members of the 
FACE Foundation to Batesville, AR and that 
night I took part in the meeting of the 
Executive Committee. The Board meeting was 
on Saturday. After the meeting we came back 
to Benton. On Sunday I preached a sermon 
and presented a report to the combined Bible 
class in the main auditorium. On Monday I 
was back to the Nashville airport and was 
home on Tuesday. It was a very short visit but 
one in which the purpose of the visit was 
accomplished to the glory of God. 
 

RADIO MINITRY AND OTHER ISSUES 
The two brothers, Achille and Christian 
continue with their series of sermons on 
“How to have a happy home.” They reported 
that a family had started worshiping at 
Vedodo as a result of these lessons. Achille 
told me the man was so much convinced but 
the wife did not want to leave her 
denomination so the follow-up now is to 
convince the woman to accept the truth. 
Meanwhile Christian is involved in so much 
work  we continue to pray for him and his 
family. 
In 2003, our local Evangelists met to establish 
a plan to evangelize Benin that we named 
VISION 2020. From time to time we meet to 
ask if we are still on tract. At our last meeting, 
the congregations in Cotonou and the 
Maritime Areas have abandoned the vision. 
Several meetings are now taking place to get 
us back on the ball. 
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